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The Safe DRONE Act of 2017 


S.1410 ( Warner, Hoeven, Cortez Mastro, Heller) 











Background:   Despite the potential for 100,000 new jobs and $90 billion in investment by 2025 predicted by AUVSI, U.S. unmanned aerial systems (UAS) industry policy is lagging behind other countries in opening the nation’s air space to this new wave of aviation.  Admittedly, progress is accelerating but a range of key regulatory and policy areas are yet to be fully addressed.  There has been no direct federal investment in the FAA designated UAS test sites, the purpose of which is to assist in integration of UAS into the national airspace (NAS).  The FAA announced the creation of the Drone Advisory Committee in May, 2016 and its work has begun.  Among their conclusions are that “Future success of the drone industry depends on government and private sector funding to support and facilitate the integration and operations of drones in the NAS. The FAA requires new resources to be devoted to this task.”  





The Issue:  The Safe Drone Act of 201 encompasses many of the priority elements necessary for moving the UAS industry forward in the United States, among them are: 


A Trained UAS Workforce:  The bill funds and directs the U. S. Department of Transportation to designate a group of community and technical colleges to expand capacity for UAS careers.


Coordinate Federal UAS Spectrum Policy:  Establishes a working group to develop policy to address near- and long-term communications and spectrum needs to facilitate safe integration of drones into the NAS. 


Advanced Unmanned Traffic Management (UTM): Directs the DOT secretary and NASA to development an implementation plan within one year


Enhance UAS Safety and Security:  Establishes a working group to recommendation how to enhance safety and security, and requires the release of FAA rules within one year.


Provides UAS Registration Authority: Authorizes the FAA-designated UAS test sites through FY 2024 and allocates $14 million of funding for R & D through the sites.


Supports Emergency Operations Guidelines: Emphasizes support for clearly defined FAA rules allowing for civil and public operations use of UAS to assist emergency response operations.


Continues the Development of the UAS Industry:  Exempts UAS related rules from the current “one-in, two-out” executive order on regulatory reform to allow for new UAS regulations.





Our Position:  CenterState CEO strongly SUPPORTS this legislation because of the many benefits to the UAS industry outlined above, as well as its alignment with the Central New York – Mohawk Valley UAS Initiative in the Upstate Revitalization Initiative CNY Rising, and the New York State UAS Central marketing campaign.  We urge its passage in the Senate, its introduction and passage by the U. S. House of Representatives and signing by the President at the earliest opportunity.
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