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Memo in Support of 


New York State Comprehensive Unmanned Aerial Systems Policy Legislation and Regulation





Background:  The unmanned aerial systems (UAS) industry in the U.S. is growing and has huge potential.  In 2016, more than 600,000 drones were registered with the FAA.  AUVSI and The Teal Group predict more than 100,000 U.S. jobs, as part of a global industry, that will exceed $90 billion by 2025.  New York State is forecast to be in the top 10 states of UAS economic activity. Part 107 waivers are required for non-hobbyist use of a small unmanned vehicle, weighing less than 55 pounds.  As of October 2016, the FAA has completed nearly 20,000 applications for Part 107 waivers with another 15,386 filed, for a total of more than 35,000.  





New York is well positioned to seize upon this wave of economic opportunity.  Building upon winning one of the FAA UAS test sites, the creation of the NUAIR Allliance (consisting of more than 100 partner firms) which manages and operates the test site based at Griffis International Airport, the Empire State Development Upstate Revitalization Initiative awards for Central New York and Mohawk Valley regions are dedicating $250 million to grow and attract the UAS industry to New York. We have the attention of the UAS industry so New York State should not take steps that will deter the industry from locating here.  Legislation and regulation that is unfriendly or cumbersome to the industry will send a negative counterproductive signal.  





Companies throughout the entire state are already using drones for a myriad of purposes, such as agriculture, news and film production, surveying, spectral scanning, storm damage assessment, and real estate photography, as well as research and development of new capabililties.  Of particular note are the UAS applications that remove the human element from dangerous situations such as bridge and utility infrastructure inspection.  





The FAA’s jurisdiction over the UAS industry is well established and has addressed privacy concerns.  In December 2015, the FAA issued the State and Local Regulation of Unmanned Aircraft Ssytems (UAS) Fact Sheet reiterating their authorities, specifically addressing the “substantial air safety issues that are raised when state or local governments attempt to regulate the operation of flight of aircraft.” “A navigable airspace free from inconsistent state and local restrictions is essential to the maintenance of a safe and sound air transportation system.”


 


The Issue:  New York State will be best served by enacting a comprehensive UAS policy and legislation, rather than multiple laws and regulations that are inconsistent with establislhed FAA policy and existing privacy laws  that hinders the growth of UAS jobs in the state and holds back the benefits of this technology from our citizens.  More than a dozen bills have been introduced in the State Legislature already this year.  New York State should not enact any laws or regulations that conflct or interfere with the already established jurisdictions of the FAA. 





Therefore, New York should take a hiatus in UAS related legislative activity in order to craft a premier state UAS policy in the nation.  





Our Position:  CenterState CEO respectfully opposes all current  state-level UAS legislation.  Further, in order to create and enact the most premier UAS policy possible, New York State should launch an Unmanned Aerial Systems Policy Roundtable Initiative by convening national policy experts, together with representatives of Governor Cuomo,  Empire State Development, the New York State Senate and Assembly and state agencies in coooperation with the commercial sector and other policy leaders and stakeholders for this purpose.  
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