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Background:  With the accelerating growth of the unmanned aerial systems industry, (UAS or drones) comes concerns regarding privacy, data collection and new applications of UAS technology growing by the day.  FAA-issued regulations accommodate the use of drones for hobbyist and commercial purposes, including registration requirements, rules for operations of smalls (under 55 lbs.) for commercial purposes, when and how they can and cannot operate,  etc.  Setting the rules for medium and larger unmanned aircraft is in development.  However, the US is already behind many developed nations in their commercial utilization of drones for commercial and public purposes.  





The FAA has reiterated their control of the national air space (NAS) and discouraged state and local attempts to regulate use of the NAS, including their “Know Before You Fly” website.  Federal guidelines are already in place to ensure the responsible and ethical use of UAS.   Privacy issues have been addressed by the FAA and the National Telecommunications and Information Administration’s (NTIA) Voluntary Best Practices for UAS Privacy, Transparency, and Accountability, released in May, 2016.  Invasion of privacy is already addressed by existing law and court decisions.  Courts have, over time, dealt with similar advances in photography for decades.





The industry and FAA are unified in their positions that the US needs a clear and comprehensive set of practical laws and regulations for UAS to operate safely and efficiently throughout the NAS. The promulgation of additional differing state and local laws are anathema to this perspective.





The Issue:  The Drone Federalism Act of 2017 (the Act) proposes to turn airspace below 200 feet into a chaotic, crazy quilt of state and local laws that will be impractical, unworkable and largely unenforceable by shifting control of this airspace from the FAA to the various states and municipalities throughout the country.  This law would create 50 separate sets of state regulations, combined with untold numbers of local laws obstructing commercial, cost cutting and lifesaving applications that would be flying over private property. The Act offers no exemptions for any commercial operations.  It would be unmanageable for a low flying commercial aircraft to notify all the private property owners they fly over, much less comply with rules of multiple municipalities along their flight paths.  Even if they fly above 200 feet, they will go through this lower level airspace during takeoff and landings.  





Further, the Central New York and Mohawk Valley Regions of Upstate New York, as an FAA UAS test site and hub for the UAS industry, will be negatively impacted by legislation or regulations that slow or obstruct the UAS industry from moving forward in the U.S. and bringing new jobs and investment to our regions.  





Our Position:  CenterState CEO opposes this legislation due to its deleterious impact on the UAS industry across the United States, in particular in the Central New York/Mohawk Valley regions, as well as slowing the jobs, economic activity, potential lifesaving and life preserving capabilities that UAS can provide.  
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Drone Federalism Act of 2017 (Sen. Feinstein) S. 1272











LEADING BUSINESS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN CENTERSTATE NEW YORK





Memorandum of SUPPORT





115 West Fayette Street


Syracuse, New York 13202


www.centerstateceo.com


315.470.1800








